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Epicurisme I

T'1 Epicure, Lettre a Ménécée 127-132

Avaloylotéov 8¢ cos TGV EmBulddY ai pév elol puokai, ai 8¢ kevai, kal Tév
PUOIKGV ai PEv avaykalal, ai 8¢ puolkal povov: TAV 8¢ advaykaiwv ai Yev Tpds
eUudaipoviav eioiv dvaykaial, ai 8¢ mMPoOs TNV ToU ouaTos doxAnoiav, ai 8¢ Tpods
auTod TO Lijv. ToUTwv yap amAavr|s Becwpia Taoav alpeov kai uyTv ETavayev
oidev &l TNV ToU owHaTos Uylielav kai TNy Tis Yuxfis atapafiav, émel ToUTO TOU
nakapiws v éoTt TéAos. ToUTou y&p XApww TAUTa TPATTOMEY, STwSs WUTE
aAydopev uite TapBdopev. dtav 8¢ dmaf TolTo Tepl NUAs yévnTal, Avetal mas 6
TS WUXTS XEIMWOV, oUk ExovTos ToU fepou Badilew cos mpods évdéov T kai CnTeiv
€Tepov @ TO T Wuxils kal ToU owpaTos ayabov ouumAnpcosTal. TOTe yap
ndovfis xpeiav €xouev, dTav ék ToU ur) Tapeival Thv 1ndoviv dAyduey: <étav 8¢
U AAydouev> oukéTt Tiis 1doviis dedueba. Kai 8iax TolTto Tnv ndovnv dapxrv kai
TéAos Aéyouev elval Tol upakapicds Civ. Tadtnv yap dayabov mpddTov kai
OUYYEVIKOV EYVWHEY, Kal ATO TauTns KaTtapxoueda maons aipéoews kai uyis,
Kal €T TAQUTNV KATAVTAUEY G KAvOVL TG Tabel mav ayabov kpivovtes. Kal émel
TPATOV ayabdv ToUTo kai oUpguTov, dix ToUTo kai oU m&oav Tndovnv
aipoUpeba, &AN €otiv &te ToAA&s nBovas UtepPaivouey, dtav TAelov Nuiv TO
Buoxepts ek ToUTwv EmnTal kai ToAAas &Aynddvas 18ovév kpeitTous vouilouev,
emeldav  peiCcov Muiv ndovr) mapakoAoubii ToAUv xpdvov UTrousivaot Tas
aAynddvas. maoa ovv ndovr did TO PUow Exelv oikeiav ayabdv, oU Taca pévtol
aipeTr) kabBdamep kal dAyndcov m&oa kakdv, oU Taoa B¢ A&l PEUKTN TEPUKUTA. Ti)
MEVTOL OUMUETPTOEL Kal OUHPEPOVTWY Kai Aouupdpwv PAéyel Talita mavta
Kpivel kabrkel. xpwueba yap T HEV ayabdd KaTd Tvas Xpovous s Kake, TG Ot
KAk TouuTaA s ayabd. Kai v avtdpkeiav 8¢ dyadov uéya vopilouev, olx
va mdvTws Tols OAiyols xpcoueba, AN’ dTreos, av ur) Excouev T& TOAA&, Tols
OAiyors apkeoueba, Temelopévol yvnoicos 8Tt fi8iota moAuTeAsias amoAavouciv ol
fKlIoTa TauTns deduevol, kai 8Tt TO HEV PUOIKOV TT&V eUTTOPIOTOV EOTL, TO dE KEVOV
SuoTdploTov, of Te Aitoi xulol fonv moAuTteAel Siaitn Tnv ndovrv émeépouoiv,
Stav dmav 16 dAyolv kat’ Evdeiav eEaipedi], kal pala kai U8cwp Trv akpoTaTnV
atmodidwoiv ndovnv, EMedav Evdéwv Tis aUTX TTPOooevEyknTal. TO ouvebilelw olv
gv Tals amAais kal oU moAuteAéol Siaitais kai Uyteias €0Ti ouuTTANPLTIKOV Kal
TPOS Tas avaykaias ToU Biou xprnoels &okvov Tolel TOv &vBpwTov kai Tols
ToAuTeAéOW €K BIAAEIMUETWV TIPOCEPXONEVOLS KPEITTOV NUas diaTibnol kai Tpods
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Y TUXNY aedPous mapaockeudlel. “Otav olv Aéycouev 1doviv TéAos UTTApXELY,
oU T&s TGV ACWTwWY Ndovas kai Tas v amoAauoel Kelpévas Aéyopev, €3S TIVES
AyvoolvTes kai oUx OpoAoYoUvTeEs 1) Kaks ékdexduevol vouiCouov, dAA& To
U TE AAYEIV KaT& OUA UTE TAPATTECHAL KATA WYUXTIV. OU Y&p TTOTOL KAl KGUOL
ouveipovTes oud' dmoAavoeis Taidwv kal yuvaikddv oud' ixbucwv kai TV &AAwv
Soa @épel ToAuTeATs Tpdmela, TOV 1dUY yevwd PBiov, &AA& vripwv Aoyilopds kai
Tas aiTias EEepevvddv Ao aipéoews kai puyTis kal Tas 86Eas eEeAalvvev, £§ v
TAeloTos Tas Wuxas katalapuBdvel 86puPos. TouTwv 8¢ mavTwy Apxn kai 1O
uéylotov ayabov ppédvnais. 816 kai prAocopias TIHTEPOV UTTAPXEL PPOVN OIS, EE
fs ai Aoimal m&oal mepukacty apeTai, diddokouoa cos ouk EoTv Ndéws Cijv &veu
ToU @povinws kai kKaAdds kai Sikaiws, <oudt ppovipws kai kKaAdds kai Sikaiws>
Gveu ToU 1MdEéwds. OUPTEQUKOOL Yap al apetal TG Cijv ndéws kai 1o Cfjv 1décos
TOUTWV ECTIV GXWPIOTOV.



